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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


Dear Sir: 
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Prior to examination of this application, please amend this application as follows: 
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In the Specification : 

Please add the following at the beginning of the specification: 

)-This application is a continuation-in-part, and claimFthe benefit under 35 

U.S.C. § 120 of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/356,926, filed July 19, 1999. This 
application is also a continuation-in-part, and claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 
and 365(c) of International Application no. PCT/EPOO/06794, filed July 17, 2000.- 

Remarks: 

The above amendment is intended to comply with 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(2). The 
present application was filed under 35 U.S.C. § 371 from an international application 
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